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The biological features of human beings are now measured, observed, and understood in ways

never before thought possible, defining norms, establishing standards, and determining average

values of human life. While the notion of â€œbiopoliticsâ€• has been linked to everything from

rational decision-making and the democratic organization of social life to eugenics and racism,

Thomas Lemke offers the very first systematic overview of the history of the notion of biopolitics,

exploring its relevance in contemporary theoretical debates and providing a much needed primer on

the topic. Lemke explains that life has become an independent, objective and measurable factor as

well as a collective reality that can be separated from concrete living beings and the singularity of

individual experience. He shows how our understanding of the processes of life, the organizing of

populations and the need to â€œgovernâ€• individuals and collectives lead to practices of correction,

exclusion, normalization, and disciplining. In this lucidly written book, Lemke outlines the stakes and

the debates surrounding biopolitics, providing a systematic overview of the history of the notion and

making clear its relevance for sociological and contemporary theoretical debates.
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This book really takes an expansive view of biopolitics, covering a ton of ground in a manageable

and digestible way.I think it is a great introduction for both those who are and those who are not

familiar with biopolitics.I would've liked a bit more historical context and setup, but that's just



preference, I suppose.

This volume serves as an excellent introduction to the subject matter. It provides clear and concise

information when needed, but it remains invested in scholarly debates surrounding biopolitics in its

core. Great reference for students and professors alike. His book also includes a plethora of

alternate references in its bibliography for more in-depth perusal.

great book !!!

As advertised. Great price. Fast shipping.
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